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Why Tech Trek
Matters
“It opened the door to a whole new
world of science and math that I wasn’t
aware existed. I definitely walked away
knowing that I was destined for college.
This is a powerful tool in motivating a
13-‐year-‐old girl to seek higher educa-‐
tion and set goals for dreams that are
attainable.”
“If it weren’t for Tech Trek,
I might not have seriously
considered pursuing a
career in engineering.”

“Tech Trek was my only strongly
positive, hands-‐on,
make-‐science-‐real-‐and-‐cool
experience in all of middle
school, and I credit it with saving
my interest in science. Thank you
for helping me to never join the
girls at my high school who com-‐
plained that math and science
were boring or pointless.”

AAUW Research Inspires
STEM Action
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The American Association of University Women (AAUW)
research report Why So Few? Women in Science,Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics—one of the most highly
quoted and authoritative pieces on women and girls in
STEM—found that, compared with their male peers,
women continue to major and choose careers in STEM
ÀHOGVDWDQDODUPLQJO\ORZUDWHWhy So Few? says that
getting girls thinking at an early age about majoring and
working in STEM is a critical step in widening the pipeline
RIZRPHQZKRDUHHQWHULQJDQGVWD\LQJLQWKHVHÀHOGV
as adults—a goal that is absolutely necessary to keep
$PHULFDQEXVLQHVVHVFRPSHWLWLYHJOREDOO\

Tech Trek has fostered girls’ interest in STEM for 15
\HDUV7KHZHHNORQJFDPSSURYLGHVDQRSSRUWXQLW\
IRUJLUOVWROHDUQDERXW67(0VXEMHFWVLQDIXQÀOOHG
KDQGVRQFROOHJHHQYLURQPHQW)RUPDQ\DWWHQGHHV
7HFK7UHNLVWKHLUÀUVWH[SRVXUHWRDFROOHJHFDPSXVDQGWKHH[SHULHQFHLVLQVWUXPHQWDOLQVKRZLQJWKHJLUOVWKDWWKH\
FDQWKULYHWKHUH7KHVXFFHVVRI7HFK7UHNDOXPQDHDQGWKHLUFRQWLQXHGHQWKXVLDVPDERXWWKHSURJUDPVSHDNWRMXVW
KRZOLIHFKDQJLQJLWFDQEH
Female

Male

SOURCE: Higher Education Research Institute, University of California at Los Angeles, special tabulations (2011) of
the Survey of the American Freshman cited in National Science Foundation, Division of Science Resources Statistics.
2011. Women, minorities, and persons with disabilities in science and engineering: 2011. Special Report NSF 11-309.
(Arlington,VA) Table 2-8.

The History of
Tech Trek
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Marie Wolbach receives an
AAUW Community Action Grant
for a science and math camp for
JLUOVDQG7HFK7UHNLVERUQ

7KHÀUVW7HFK7UHNWDNHVSODFH
at Stanford University and
VHUYHVJLUOV
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Tech Trek camps are held at Mills College
DQG:KLWWLHU&ROOHJHLQ&DOLIRUQLD

Tech Trek camps are hosted at California
6WDWH8QLYHUVLW\)UHVQRDQGWKH8QLYHUVLW\
RI&DOLIRUQLD6DQ'LHJR
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Tech Trek Works
In 1999, a Tech Trek camp at the University of California, San Diego, became the
WXUQLQJSRLQWLQ$OOLVRQ:DNLWD·VOLIH,QVSLUHGE\ZKDWVKHOHDUQHGDWWKHFDPS:DNLWD
went on to graduate from the University of California, Berkeley, in 2008 with a degree
LQFKHPLFDOHQJLQHHULQJ7RGD\VKH·VDSURMHFWHQJLQHHUIRU$(&20ZKHUHVKHDSSOLHV
her skills to environmental projects in engineering design, air permitting, and petroleum
IRUHQVLFV6KHKDVZRUNHGRQVRODUSRZHUSODQWVLQWKH0RMDYH'HVHUWDQDO\]HGRLOVSLOOV
in Southern California, and designed safety valves to avert chemical reactor meltdowns—all
HIIRUWVWKDWSUHYHQWHQYLURQPHQWDOGLVDVWHUV

“I clean up
oil spills.”
Tech Trek alumna Allison
Wakita (above) works in
HQYLURQPHQWDOHQJLQHHULQJ

:DNLWDVD\VWKDW7HFK7UHNJDYHKHUWKHFKDQFHWRPHHWRWKHUJLUOVZKRZHUHH[FLWHGDERXWVFLHQFH
DQGPDWKDQGWROHDUQKRZWKHVXEMHFWVLQKHUWH[WERRNVDSSO\WRUHDOOLIH2IFRXUVHUHDOOLIHFDQ
EULQJUHDOEDUULHUV:KHQVKHVWDUWHGZRUNLQJ:DNLWDIRXQGWKDWHYHQWKHFORWKLQJIRUVRPHMREV
PDNHVZRPHQIHHORXWRISODFH$WIHHWLQFKHVWDOO:DNLWDKDVWREX\VSHFLDOVL]HIRXUVWHHOWRHG
ERRWVDQGKHPLQFKHVRIIKHUÀUHUHWDUGDQWVDIHW\FORWKHV%XWVKHZRXOGQ·WWUDGHKHUMREIRUDQ\
RWKHU$WDFDPSUHXQLRQ:DNLWDWDONHGWRDQHZJHQHUDWLRQRI7HFK7UHNNHUVDERXWKHUH[SHULHQFHV$67(0HGXFDWLRQRSHQVMRERSSRUWXQLWLHVQRPDWWHUZKDWWKHHFRQRP\ORRNVOLNHVKHVDLG
DGGLQJWKDW7HFK7UHNLVPRUHWKDQMXVWDFDPS,W·VDSODFHZKHUH\RX·OOÀQGRWKHUJLUOVZKRORYH67(0
MXVWDVPXFKDV\RXGR

Why is Tech Trek so successful?
Each camp shares certain elements that recruit and engage the best
YROXQWHHUVWHDFKHUVDQGDWWHQGHHV
 7HFK7UHNVDUHRYHUQLJKWFDPSVKHOGDWKLJKO\HVWHHPHGFROOHJHVRUXQLYHUVLWLHV
 0LGGOHVFKRROVFLHQFHDQGPDWKWHDFKHUVLGHQWLI\DQGQRPLQDWHFDPSHUV
 $SSOLFDWLRQVDUHUHTXLUHGDQGFDQGLGDWHVDUHFDUHIXOO\VHOHFWHG
 7KHFDPSHUVDWWHQGGDLO\PDWKRUVFLHQFHFRUHFODVVHV
 $WWHQGHHVSHUIRUPKDQGVRQDFWLYLWLHVWKURXJKRXWHYHU\GD\
 2QHGD\ÀHOGWULSVHQKDQFHSUDFWLFDO67(0OHDUQLQJ
 7HFK7UHNRIIHUVGDLO\LQWHUDFWLRQZLWKZRPHQ67(0UROHPRGHOV
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Tech Trek launches at the University
RI&DOLIRUQLD6DQWD%DUEDUD

Stanford University holds two Tech
Trek camps back-to-back, and Sonoma
6WDWH8QLYHUVLW\KRVWVDFDPS

2009

2010
Tech Trek starts at the University of
&DOLIRUQLD,UYLQH7KH8QLYHUVLW\RI
California, Santa Barbara, holds two
FDPSVEDFNWREDFN

A Priority for the Nation and
for AAUW
AAUW has been a leader in the effort to get more girls interested in STEM,
DQGWKHLVVXHKDVEHHQJDLQLQJPRPHQWXPQDWLRQDOO\(YHQWKH:KLWH
+RXVHKDVPDGH67(0DSULRULW\3UHVLGHQW%DUDFN2EDPDVDLG
´5HDIÀUPLQJDQGVWUHQJWKHQLQJ$PHULFD·VUROHDVWKHZRUOG·V
HQJLQHRIVFLHQWLÀFGLVFRYHU\DQGWHFKQRORJLFDOLQQRYDWLRQ
LVHVVHQWLDOWRPHHWLQJWKHFKDOOHQJHVRIWKLVFHQWXU\µ
AAUW is especially concerned with the stillpervasive stereotypes and climates that keep
women from contributing their skills in the
Give your women employees
67(0ZRUNIRUFH´$VDQXQWDSSHGWDOHQW
a chance to be instructors,
pool, women are a key part of the solurole models, and speakers at
WLRQ%HFDXVHZRPHQRIIHUGLIIHUHQWSHUD7HFK7UHNFDPS
spectives and approaches to problem
solving, recruiting and retaining them
LQWKHVHÀHOGVFDQRSHQWKHGRRU
IRUQHZLQQRYDWLRQµVDLG$$8:
([HFXWLYH'LUHFWRU/LQGD+DOOPDQ
Donate lab
ZKRZDVD:RPHQ/HDGHUVLQ
coats, goggles,
67(0KRQRUHH´'LYHUVLW\OHDGV
test tubes, and
to innovation, and innovation
other workshop
OHDGVWRSURÀWµ
VXSSOLHV
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How
to Get
Involved
How can you be a part
of this exciting
program?
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By getting involved in Tech Trek,
your company will be on the cutting edge of fostering and recruitLQJWKHQH[WJHQHUDWLRQRIZRPHQ
LQQRYDWRUV
Enough talking about the problem—
OHW·VZRUNWRJHWKHURQWKHVROXWLRQ
(PDLOXVDWVWHP#DDXZRUJWRJHW
VWDUWHG

Tech Trek spreads to the
8QLYHUVLW\RI&DOLIRUQLD'DYLV
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a Tech
3 Host
7UHNÀHOGWULS
that inspires
as well as
HGXFDWHV

4 3URYLGHODSWRSV
video cameras, or
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Fund a Tech
Trek camp.

RWKHUWHFKQRORJ\

2012
Tech Trek camps in California
UHDFKPRUHWKDQJLUOV

7HFK7UHNVSUHDGVWRÀYH
PRUHVLWHVQDWLRQDOO\

Where will Tech
2013

Trek go next?

Get in touch with us
about Tech Trek!
Facebook
ZZZIDFHERRNFRPDDXZVWHP
Twitter
@aauwstem
YouTube
ZZZ\RXWXEHFRPXVHUDDXZLQIR
Website
ZZZDDXZRUJVWHP
E-mail
VWHP#DDXZRUJ
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